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Spirits change too!
What does this mean for the
Spirit of the Prague-Conference ???
The Spirit of Prague-Conferences Past
The Spirit of Prague-Conferences Present
The Spirit of Prague-Conferences Future
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The 6 Epochs of the Prague Conference
Year: 46 1. 1970 Prague
2. 1972 Prague
3.
Year: 40 4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
Year: 30 9.
10.

1974
1976
1978
1980
1982
1984
1986
1988

Liblice
Liblice
Liblice
Liblice
Liblice
Liblice
Liblice
Liblice

11. 1990 Dobříš
12. 1992 Dobříš

13. 1994 Poznań
Year: 20 14. 1996 Prague
15. 1998 Prague
16. 2000 Prague
17. 2002 Prague
18. 2004 Prague
Year: 10 19. 2006 Prague

20. 2008 Prague
21. 2010 Poznań
22. 2012 Prague
23. 2014 Bologna
Year: 0 24. 2016 Prague
2

The 1st Epoch = Birth of the Conference
Years: 46 to 44 = 1970 – 1972, in Prague 6
(Břevnov, Petřiny and in Dejvice)
These two meetings immediately established one aspect of
The Spirit of Prague Conferences Past:
Strong bonding to the host country & to the meeting itself

Why do I say this, and what does it mean?
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Prague was almost the ideal city to begin a conference in
1970 that was dedicated to bringing the East European and
West European spectroscopic communities together.
Europeans appear to have no lingering animosity toward
past invasions by Czech, Moravian, and/or Slovak armies,
either separately, or in their combined military might.
For example, there was almost no remaining anger in 1970
because King Ottokar’s son, Wenceslaus II, was crowned King
of Poland in 1300, and his son Wenceslaus III was crowned
King of Hungary a year later, which allowed the Kings of
Bohemia to rule at that time from Hungary to the Baltic Sea.
Contrast this with memories still very fresh in the minds of
1970 Europeans of armored invasions by various neighbors.
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One example of the Spirit of Prague Conferences Past:
There were 4 official languages for talks at the meeting,
English, French, German, and Russian,
but the 2 languages of Czechoslovakia were not included.
This may seem perfectly reasonable to many of us, but
nationalistic behavior is not always reasonable. In any case,
such behavior (plus some combination of Prague music,
architecture, food, beer, and even language) made it easy
for early attendees to strongly bond to Czechoslovakia.
The Spirit of Prague-Conferences Past
gave freedom of language to post-WWII attendees:
1 talk in French, 5 talks in German in 1970
2 talks in French, 2 talks in German in 1972
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Explanatory Comment #1:
Of course, the Czech and Slovak hosts were not perfect.
The local organizing committee could definitely be heard
sometimes using an unofficial language to communicate
among themselves.
Also, the slide projectionist did not get the memo.
Explanatory Comment #2:

The 4 official languages edict was self-correcting, because
of the smoke breaks that were popular at the time.
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What form does this Spirit of Prague Conferences Past
take in the Spirit of Prague Conferences Present?
Did the organizing committee decide, as in the European
Union, to add three more official languages for talks, to
reflect the scientific strengths of modern Asia? For
example, did they add Chinese, Japanese, and Korean?

No, they did not. The old freedom of what language to use
in Prague was replaced by the freedom given to young
attendees to choose between a low-stress (but also a lowgrowth) poster presentation, and a high-stress (but also a
high-growth) oral presentation (as practice for their giving
an impressive invited talk sometime in the future :-).
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Ex. of scientific bonding to the Prague Conference:
The Prague high-resolution IR grating spectrometer
R. Sovička & K. Narahari Rao & Lucien Henry
1970
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Oldest example of bonding to the Prague Conference
The Prague high-resolution IR grating spectrometer
R. Sovička & K. Narahari Rao & Lucien Henry
1970

1980 BOMEM FTIR with resolution 0.0024 cm-1
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Other examples of bonding to Prague Conference

Rao (Columbus Symposium & J. Mol. Spectrosc.)
brought Prague spectroscopists to OSU
for a year or so in the 1970’s and 1980’s, with little
propect of large gains for his own career in Ohio
Dušan Papoušek, Kamil Sarka, Štěpán Urban
International Steering Committee
Chairman Per Jensen 1996 – 2006
has maintained in Wuppertal, Germany much of the
computerized data base for the Prague meeting, for
at least the last 20 years. (This started when
Wuppertal’s computer facilities >> Prague’s facilities.)
= “thankless work” because it’s taken for granted.
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This aspect of the Spirit of Prague-Conferences Past,
i.e., “helping spectroscopists who truly need it,” has
become in the Spirit of Prague-Conferences Present
“helping spectroscopists where you can.”
An example can be found
in the present International Steering Committee
Chairman Jens-Uwe Grabow 2014 –
It is well known that J-UG keeps a large fraction of
the FTMW spectrometers in the USA running by his
maintenance visits to US labs every year or two.
But he also travels even further than that to help
others with their new spectrometers.
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Emilio-José Cocinero, Walther Caminati, Jens-Uwe Grabow, Qian Gou
Bilbao, Spain
Bologna, Italy
Hannover, Germany Chongqing, China
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The 2nd Epoch = The Defining Epoch
Years: 42 to 28 = 1974 – 1988, in Liblice Castle
The week of enforced togetherness in this isolated location
and the conviviality of the Živáňská = outdoor barbeque,
preceded by the sequence: beer  vodka  English grog,
led to a bonding between many attendees who were once
total strangers to each other.
This is why The Spirit of Prague-Conferences Past has the
reputation of being a “Bringer of Fun and Merriment”
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The concert of the Talich String Quartet concert in the
castle on Thursday evenings was (at least for me, and I
suspect also for many other classical music lovers among
the attendees) a rather moving and even somewhat
emotional moment.
These concerts seemed to give
The Spirit of Prague-Conferences Past
entry into the very soul of our beings.
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The 3rd and 4th Epochs
Years: 26 to 24 = 1990 – 1992, in Dobříš Castle
Year: 22
= 1994, in A. M. Univ., Poznań , Poland
The collapse of Communism in 1989 meant that ordinary
tourists from all over Europe could now vacation in Liblice
Castle. As a result, Liblice Castle as a Conference Location
was put immediately out of our price range.

We tried the three enjoyable experiments above, but
eventually returned to Universities in the city of Prague.
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The 5th Epoch
Years: 20 to 10 = 1996 – 2006, in Universities in Prague

The Prague flood of 2002 Originally planned conference site
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The 6th Epoch = The Present
Years: 8 to present = 2008 – 2016, all over Europe
Year: 8 20.
21.
22.
23.
Year: 0 24.
2 25.

2008
2010
2012
2014
2016
2018

Prague
Poznań
Prague
Bologna
Prague
Xxxxxo

What will The Spirit of Prague-Conferences Future be like?
We cannot go back in time to our fairy-tale-like Liblice Castle.
We are a movable-location conference now, and like many
nomads, we will have no special bonds to any special place.
So what should this conference try to keep from the past,
and preserve into the future?
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My personal wishes for 4 things to keep would be:
(i) High Resolution Molecular Spectroscopy.

This field will survive as long as humans are interested in the
gasses, liquids, and solids around them, and in the sensing or
manipulation of the molecules in these materials by
electromagnetic radiation.
(ii) Scientific growth for the grad students and post-docs
Basically this means providing a supportive atmosphere
where students and post-docs can improve their speaking
skills, and also an atmosphere conducive to mixing people
randomly together, so that the young can easily discuss their
work with eminent foreigners, can try to look for post-doc
positions by themselves, etc.
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My personal wishes for what to keep cont’d:
(iii) Much fun and “partying” (bordering on the excessive)
for the 25-35 year-old crowd for sure, and for the
55-65 year-olds as well (if they can still handle it).
(iv) The vertical connections (across age boundaries) and
the horizontal connections (across national borders)
that now exist between Prague Conference attendees.
Recall that bringing people together so they could make such
connections was one of the original purposes of the Prague
Conferences! Note also that these connections are similar
to, but can sometimes be even stronger than, the
connections within an extended biological family.
To illustrate point (iv), we look at one slide again, but this
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time we focus on all four individuals.

Emilio-José Cocinero, Walther Caminati, Jens-Uwe Grabow, Qian Gou
Bilbao, Spain
Bologna, Italy
Hannover, Germany Chongqing, China

28

