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THIRD CIRCULAR: JULY 2018
The 25th International Conference on High Resolution Molecular Spectroscopy, representing the upcoming
meeting of the Prague Spectroscopy Conference series, will be held from September 3rd to 7th, 2018 in Bilbao
(Spain).
This third circular contains all essential information on the conference venue and accommodation. Additional
information, including the Scientific Program of the conference and the Program for Accompanying Persons,
are now displayed on the conference websites:
2018 Conference: http://www.hrms-bilbao2018.com/
Permanent web-site: http://www.chem.uni-wuppertal.de/conference/
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The Conference will be held under the auspices of the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry
(IUPAC), the European Association for Chemical and Molecular Sciences (EuCheMS), the Atomic and Molecular
Physics Division (GEFAM) and the Young Chemists Division (JIQ) of the Spanish Societies of Physics (RSEF) and
Chemistry (RSEQ), the University of Valladolid, the University of the Basque Country and the Regional
Government of the Basque country.
The conference will be organized jointly by the Department of Physical & Inorganic Chemistry of the University
of Valladolid (UVa) and the Department of Physical Chemistry of the University of the Basque Country
(UPV/EHU). The participants will also be welcomed by the authorities of the University of the Basque Country
and the City Hall.
Please note that the scientific program of the meeting starts on Monday, September 3rd in the morning and
closes on Friday, September 7th, 2018 in the evening. The closing ceremony will be followed by a Conference
Dinner the same Friday evening. This conference format will typically have you arriving at Bilbao on Sunday,
September 2nd in the afternoon, and leaving on Saturday morning, September 8th.

Scientific Program
We have ten plenary speakers. A total of 126 contributed oral communications are scheduled in three parallel
sessions. You can find the topical organization of the communication into the sessions on the conference’s
web-site. Additionally, there will be two posters sessions.
With this year’s meeting being the 25th edition of the conference, we will celebrate the occasion having a
Jubilee Session at the Guggenheim Museum, featuring a commemorative lecture by Dudley R. Herschbach.
Refer to the conference’s web-site for the title and abstract of this talk.

Smartphone App
An application for smartphones will make the Scientific Program and other useful information readily available
on your mobile phone or tablet.
To download the app please install “eventsPlace” from the Google Play store (Android OS) or the Apple Store
(iOS). Then search for upcoming events or enter the event code “25ichrmsbilbao2018”.

Contact and emergency phones
For further queries prior to the conference, please contact the Technical Secretariat by email
(inscripciones@ercisacongresos.com) or by telephone (+34 94 410 41 77). In case of an emergency during the
conference, the On-site Secretariat can be reached by phone (+34 628 512 803).

FOR MEDICAL OR POLICE EMERGENCIES CALL 112 IMMEDIATELY!

FRAUD ALERT: We have been informed of false e-mails pretending to come from our Secretariat
and asking participants to give credit card details. The organization of the conference will never
ask you for your credit card data. If you receive such emails please inform our Secretariat.
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Bilbao
Bilbao is the capital of Biscay and the largest metropolitan area in the Basque Country and the north of Spain.
Founded in 1300, the city soon became a commercial port and sea hub, gaining significant importance from
iron ore export. Bilbao went through a heavy industrialisation and steady economic development since the
XIX century. Nowadays, Bilbao has turned into a vigorous city, strongly positioned in the service sector,
experiencing an ongoing social, economic, and aesthetic revitalisation process. Bilbao received the inaugural
Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize Laureate in 2010 in recognition of its integrated and holistic approach to urban
transformation. Just recently, the town was named European City of the Year at the 2018 Urbanism Awards.
Bilbao can conveniently be reached by air, sea or land (plane, ship, train or car).

Conference Venue
The Conference will be held at the “Bizkaia Aretoa” or Biscay Hall, a new building designed by the Pritzker
prize winning architect Alvaro Siza. The Biscay Hall is located within the Bilbao city center, in the vicinity of the
Guggenheim Museum and close to other major city sights. The building comprises the “Mitxelena” Auditorium,
with capacity for 441 persons, several other lecture halls and exhibition rooms, which will be available for the
meeting.

Map of Bilbao showing the Conference Venue (Bizkaia Aretoa) and the two affiliate restaurants.
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The Conference building covers over 9,000 square meters, distributed over six floors. During the event, the
rooms of the Bizkaia Aretoa are assigned as follows:
TECHNICAL
SECRETARIAT

Main Hall

Ground Floor

PLENARY SESSIONS

Mitxelena Room 441 people

Ground Floor

ORAL SESSIONS
A Sessions
B Sessions
C Sessions

Mitxelena Room 441 people
Baroja Room
161 people
Oteiza Room
96 people

Ground Floor
Second Floor
First Floor

POSTER SESSIONS
Tuesday Session

Axular Room

Thursday Sessions

Chillida Room

also afternoon coffee
break on Tuesday
also afternoon coffee
break on Thursday

First Floor
First Floor

Exhibition & Services
Company stands and
Main Hall
morning coffee breaks
Working Room
Meeting Room

also afternoon coffee
break on Wednesday

Elhuyar Room
Laboa Room

Ground Floor

First Floor
Second Floor

Conference building: Bizkaia Aretoa – UPV/EHU (Abandoibarra Avenue 3, 48009 Bilbao)
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Affiliate restaurants
Lunch tickets are available from the conference’s registration web-site. Dinners are not organized by the
conference.
The Conference will have two affiliate restaurants, located in the Iberdrola Tower and the Deusto Library
(CRAI), two of the more modern buildings of the city and both within five-minute walking distance from the
venue (pictures below). You will have the option to try some traditional menus while enjoying the views of the
Abandoidarra avenue. The lunch tickets will be color-coded (black/white), assigning them to one of the two
restaurants. For dinners, you are referred to the great variety of dining opportunities all around in downtown
Bilbao.

Iberdrola Tower and lunch ticket

Deusto Library (CRAI) and lunch ticket

Social program
A Social Program for accompanying persons is offered on the conference’s web-site, including two
excursions.
The registration for the tours continues to stay open, but we ask you to sign-up before August 10th to make
sure that a minimum of 10 persons is reached for each tour. Tours with lower demand will have to be
cancelled. Sometime in August we will inform you on the booking status of the tours.

Late registration
Late registration will be possible until the opening of the Conference. Please visit the conference’s web-site
for more information.
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How to get to Bilbao
BY AIR
The airport of Bilbao is located at 12km away from Bilbao.
BY BUS
There is a bus service (Bizkaibus) that links the city with the airport every 20 minutes and with several stops
in the Bilbao city center (Line A3247: Bilbao-Aeropuerto). Bus tickets are directly available from the driver. The
bus ticket is around 3 euros (big notes are not allowed).
At the airport, the bus departures are in front of the Arrivals Terminal. The stops in Bilbao include: 1) Alameda
Recalde, 14; 2) Gran Vía (Regional Government Office), and 3)Gran Vía, 74.
The final stop is the Bus Terminal (“Termibus”, Garellano street, 1), and provides additional connections with
the underground trains (Metro Bilbao, San Mamés station), regional trains (Euskotren) and Spanish trains
(Renfe).
The bus service between the city and the airport starts at the Bus terminal and has intermediate stops in: 1)
Gran Vía, 79; 2) Plaza Moyua, and 3) Alameda Recalde, before reaching the airport.
BY TAXI
The trip from the airport to Bilbao takes over 15-20 minutes. Taxis are located in front of the Arrivals Hall. A
ride to the center of Bilbao costs around 25€.
BY LAND
The AP-8 motorway (part of E-5, E70 and E-80) goes to Donostia/San Sebastian and Irun, and continues on to
Bordeaux and Paris.
The AP-68 motorway (E-804) links with central Spain, Madrid and Portugal
BY TRAIN
Medium- and long-distance trains, operated by RENFE, arrive at main railway station (“Abando Indalecio Prieto
Station”), in the city center. Other short-distance and regional trains operated by EuskoTren and Feve connect
to regional destinations in Northern Spain.
More information: http://www.renfe.com/EN/viajeros/index.html
BY BUS
National and international buses with destination to Bilbao arrive at the Bilbobus bus terminal (Garellano
Street, 1).
More information:
http://www.termibus.es/lang/en/index.php
https://www.alsa.es/en/home
BY SEA
Ferries from the UK (Porstsmouth) arrive at the Santurtzi terminal (14 km from Bilbao) three times a week,
carrying people and vehicles.
More information: http://www.brittany-ferries.co.uk/
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Moving around
METRO
There are three different lines of metro (subway). During the week the metro operates from 6:00 to 23:00 h.
On weekends the metro offers a special night-time service. On Fridays the Metro works until 2:00 in the
morning and on Saturdays it has a 24h service.

BY TRAM
The Bilbao tram (EuskoTran) was born to improve the railway services in Bilbao and to serve neighbourhoods
and areas unattended by Metro Bilbao or short-distance trains. The construction of the first phase of the line
started on May 1999. The first six stations were opened on December 18, 2002. Bilbao Tram line Atxuri-La
Casilla, works from 6:00 to 23:00 during the week and from 07:00 to 23:30 on weekends. The nearest station
to the conference venue is: Guggenheim.
BY BUS
The metropolitan bus service in Bilbao is called Bilbobus, and comprises 148 bus lines and 517 stops all around
the city. Bilbobus offers a variety of lines to move around the city.

BY TAXI
Radio Taxi Bilbao: +34 94 444 88 88
Radio Teletaxi: +34 94 410 21 21
RadioTaxi Nervión: +34 94 426 90 26
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Tips for Bilbao
-

-

-

-

While there is no official language, the typical language of the Conference will be English. The Basque Country
has two official languages: Spanish and Basque.
In many streets you will be able to access Internet through the City Hall public system [Bilbao Wifi].
The phone number for all kinds of emergencies, such as urgent medical care, ambulances, police and firefighters
is 112.
Before departing from abroad, check that your insurance policy covers your travel to and within Europe.
Electrical plugs in Spain are of European type F (220 Volt, 50Hz). You should review if and what type of adaptor
you need for the electrical equipment brought with you. Modern computers and some other appliances accept
both 220 V and 110 V automatically, but double-check the electrical requirements for any device individually.
The Euro is in circulation as Spain’s currency.
Meals: The typical times in Spain for meals are:
o Breakfast: from 8:00 to 10:00 h.
o Lunch: from 13:30 to 15:00 h.
o Dinner: from 20:30 to 22:30 h.
Smoking is not permitted in the bars or cafes.
Banks: Monday to Friday from 08:30 to 14:00 h.
Shops: Open Monday to Saturday from 10:00 to 13:30/14:00 h. and from 16:30 to 20:00 h. Shopping centers,
large department stores, but only some of the other stores do not close at midday and are open until 22:00 h.
Generally, stores do not open on Sundays.

Tourist information
Bilbao has a huge patrimony distributed along the three main areas of the city:
THE CASCO VIEJO (Old Quarter, or The Seven Streets)
It is the oldest neighbourhood and the original nucleus of Bilbao. Apart from the Seven Streets, the most
ancient streets of the city, the Old Town holds the Plaza Nueva, the Arriaga Theatre, Bidebarrieta Library, the
Bilbao Stock Exchange, Atxuri railway station, Santiago Cathedral and the churches of San Antón, San Nicolás
and Santos Juanes. Its commercial strength is reflected in five hundred shops, most importantly the Ribera
Market, the largest indoor food market in Europe.
GRAN VÍA DON DIEGO LÓPEZ DE HARO (Great Avenue Diego López de Haro)
It is the commercial and financial area of Bilbao, with the buildings of the banks BBVA, BBK and Caja Laboral,
the El Corte Inglés department store, the Headquarters of the Regional Government of Bizkaia and the Sota
Building. Before the halfway point is the Plaza de Federico Moyúa, the heart of the Ensanche district of Bilbao,
home to the Chavarri Palace and the Hotel Carlton.
ABANDOIBARRA and RÍA DE BILBAO (Abandoibarra and Bilbao estuary)
On the right side of the river you can find the Town Hall of Bilbao and at the end of the Volantín field, The
Olabarri Palace. On the other side and crossing the Zubi Zuri or White Bridge, the Isozaki towers (Isozaki Atea)
and the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao can be found. The Padre Arrupe walkway leads to University of Deusto
and Deusto Bridge. Continuing along the promenade will reach the Euskalduna Congress Palace and the
Maritime Museum.
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